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Project SummaryStar Gazing!

Western Australia (WA) is uniquely placed for star gazing 

due to it’s lack of light pollution. The Milky Way Galaxy 

offers some incredible stargazing experiences in a 

number of key locations around the state.  Locations 

near Perth are shown on the map below.

Environment:  

Client:   

Our client, Astrotourism WA, ordered three new 

planispheres and associated signage, for the Shire of 

Narmebeen, Shire of Narrogin and Shire of Perenjori.

Not every signage project involves an interactive star 

gazing constellation wheel - but this one did! In October 

2021 our team headed off into a totally new galaxy to 

create three custom designed giant planispheres to assist 

viewers see into the night sky.

Project:  

Date:   

Location:  

As a central theme of the artwork viewers match the date 

with the time to clearly identify the stars and 

constellations visible at night. The rotating wheel 

mechanism provides information pertinent to 365 days 

of the year.

Achieving an efficient rotating mechanism was further 

challenged by the need for safety. We migitated the 

safety risks of the signage by creating a self-braking 

bearing so that the risk of getting little hands stuck was 

significantly reduced.

Unique Design Features of a Planisphere

As well as looking good and working well, the 

planisphere also had to be designed to withstand the 

harsh environmental conditions of remote WA 

(temperature, dust etc) and our team went the extra mile 

to ensure durability with innovative solutions.

Signage That’s Out Of This World!

October 2021

Interpretive Signage - Planispheres 

Various locations, WA

External 

Astrotourism WA



C A S E  S T U D Y

What is a Planisphere?

In addition to the Planispheres, Astrotourism WA 

commissioned three “Stargazing for Beginners” signs 

with instructions of how to use the signage. 

Star Gazing for Beginners

Dark Sky Tourism Trail Markers

In addition, a number of trail markers were supplied 

using class 2 reflective film to shine in the dark.

The planisphere was made from a number of 

components including an aluminium cogged disc, 

anodised stand-offs, viewing frame panel and circular 

750mm diameter aluminium planisphere disc installed 

onto a steel frame with a bearing. The elements were 

sprayed in 2 pac paint for durability, with digital print 

overlays showing the star maps and laminated (UV).

The signage was provided in kit format with 

instructions for the Shires to install in situ.

In astronomy, a planisphere is a star chart analogue 

computing instrument in the form of two adjustable 

disks that rotate on a common pivot. It can be 

adjusted to display the visible stars for any time and 

date. It is an instrument to assist in learning how to 

recognize stars and constellations. 

This Case Study shows the ways in which our team can 

take a custom signage requirement and design and 

manufacture unique solutions for different 

environments.

Making a Statement With Interpretive Signage

Interpretive signage is becoming a popular way to 

create relevance to an area or an environment. The 

planispheres and associated signage used for this 

project represent simple yet unique equipment that 

can be used to inspire and educate star gazers. 
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Dynamic LED custom lighting projection;

Pylons, totems, monoliths;

Popular Sign Types For Art Statements

Obtain full collaboration and buy-in from all 

stakeholders.

From large scale to small, we can design, manufacture 

and install the following signage types:

Equipment;

Interpretive fencing;

Painted art and murals;

Custom designed wheels, planispheres, interactive 

features.

If what you're looking for is not on the list feel free to 

get in touch. All our work is custom made so Signs & 

Lines will ''make to measure'' using our in-house 

resources. Talk to us today about what you have in 

mind – 08 9274 5151.

Whilst these are the most common forms, this is 

where imagination offers not boundaries. 

Priorities When Creating Public Artwork & Sign 

Statements

Working to professional project management 

standards our service includes a complete turnkey 

package. And we will work closely with you to 

customise your signs to a budget.

Why Signs & Lines For Interpretive Signage?

As a result we will take ideas from concept through 

design to manufacturing and installation – using cost 

effective production techniques. Value engineering can 

be introduced where possible to drive efficiencies.

Design a dynamic creation that enhances the 

environment;

Develop decorative concepts that promote either the 

social, economic, historical or environmental context 

of an area;

Provide for a talking point that encourages people to 

engage with the area;

Raise an iconic profile for locals and visitors alike;

Engender a feeling of community and pride in the 

heritage of the area;

Develop a narrative that creates a strong cultural 

identity;

Drawing Inspiration – How will we create impact? Our 

priorities whilst creating a new public artwork or 

statement are to:-

Showcase innovation, creativity and technology related 

to the area;
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The Signs & Lines team can handle projects from 

small to large. From the outset, a sales consultant 

will offer professional advice based on years' of 

experience in signage. Complex rebrands or strategic 

signage projects will be handled by our project 

management team. Working with your team, the 

project manager will co-ordinate with all 

stakeholders to ensure a seamless result.

We're ready to start talking! Speak up now about 

your next project or idea.Audits: Full or partial audits of indoor or outdoor 

facilities. Is your signage working well? Let us give 

you the full story.

The Final Wrap

Repairs:  Fix or repair existing signage. Plus a detailed 

report outlining signage issues & recommended 

fixes.

 

The team will give you non-biased recommendations 

and gear your signage to the future. Our experience 

of static and digital signage solutions will ensure that 

you receive our trademark outstanding experience.

Our team offers a number of additional services that 

will help with your signage.

Need more than just Signage

Design Concepts: Either a wayfinding strategy or 

conceptual drawings for a new building or precinct. 

Let us create your next project.

Our Service Promise

As a professional outfit, we take great pride in our 

customer service. All engagements with art 

statement projects will be built using innovation and 

a genuine desire to provide outstanding results. Our 

people are signage experts, with a depth and 

breadth of experience across design, signs, electrical, 

engineering, cabinet making, fabrication and 

marketing backgrounds.

Aftercare & Maintenance:  Servicing or maintenance 

requirements with photos. Our technology solution 

will provide a detailed status.
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To discuss your own signage strategy please don’t
hesitate to get in touch.

admin@signsandlines.com
Tel: +618 9274 5151

www.signsandlines.com

Signs & Lines, 5 Meliador Way, Midvale, Perth WA 6056
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